 WOOLLEY PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD 14th MAY 2026

Present: Councillors M Willis, C Robson, I White, P Dyke, A Jones and D Smith

In attendance: 3 members of the public.

01/26		APPOINTMENT OF CHAIR
Councillor Carol Robson  was moved and seconded.  There were no other nominations. Resolved Councillor Carol Robson be elected as Chair for the ensuing year.   Cllr Robson welcomed everyone to the meeting and thanked her fellow Councillors for their nomination.  

02/26		ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE
    		Cllr Robson signed the acceptance of office.

03/26		APPOINTMENT OF DEPUTY CHAIR	
Councillor Mark Willis was moved and seconded.  There were no further nominations.   Resolved that Cllr Willis be elected as Deputy Chair for the ensuing year.

04/26              TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Councillor E Rowbotham.  In addition, Cllr Smith had sent his apologies for the  last meeting but these had not been received prior to the meeting and had therefore not been recorded.

05/26		DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN ITEMS ON AGENDA
There were no declarations of interest. Resolved that a general dispensation be granted to all Councillors to enable them to discuss any objections to planning applications

06/26	TO CONFIRM DATE AND TIME OF MEETINGS 2026/27
	A calendar of meetings had been provided for discussion. 

Resolved that meetings will be held on the second Thursday of each month, apart from August when no meeting takes place, beginning at 7pm and ending no later than 9pm.  The April meeting will be the Annual Parishioners meeting.  The Annual Meeting of the Council will be held in May.  Circumstances permitting, all meetings will be held in the Village Hall, Woolley.  

07/26               TO RECEIVE SUCH ITEMS THAT THE CHAIR MAY WISH TO LAY BEFORE THE COUNCIL
	Resolved that item 13 Financial matters be moved to the end of the agenda. 
 	The formation of a planning sub-committee. To be discussed at Item 16.


08/26	TO CONFIRM THE MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING AND THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING BOTH HELD ON 9th APRIL 2026
	Resolved that the minutes of the Annual Parish meeting and the Parish Council meeting both held on 10th April 2026 be accepted as a correct record.

09/26		TO REPORT ON MATTERS ARISING NOT ON THE AGENDA FOR 			INFORMATION ONLY
None

10/26		TO AGREE THAT MEMBERS OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC BE 				ASKED TO LEAVE THE MEETING FOLLOWING AGENDA ITEM 18
Resolved that members of the press and public be asked to leave the meeting following agenda item 18

11/26	 	TO RECEIVE THE POLICE REPORT
There were no priority crimes in May. A section of woodland had been purchased privately adjacent to Seckar Woods and the owners are renting it out to people for bike/quad use. This has caused a lot of complaints from residents and PC Steel is dealing with the issue as part of his Off Road Bike Team. Items highlighted by residents included drug issues on Woodhouse Lane and motor cyclist on an e-bike speeding through the area

12/26		TO UPDATE ON GROUNDS MAINTENANCE WORKS
The Clerk had been in touch with Gritting Direct (now Eurosound) and they had agreed not to increase their charges next year and to provide the same service because the Council were valued clients.

13/26		TO DISCUSS FINANCIAL MATTERS (moved to end of agenda)
i) Review of internal controls
Resolved that the Parish Council continue to receive quarterly balance sheets along with the bank statements for checking and signing. As the Council very rarely now used cheques Cllrs Willis and C Robson would continue to be signatories should it be necessary with Cllrs Willis and Robson authorising online BACS payments.  Clerk to continue to have delegated powers to make payments by BACS in between meetings should this be necessary.

ii)  Approval of Payment of Accounts
Payments were authorised to 
Salary  - Clerk                                                                               £  311.70
                        Clear Councils Insurance                                                             £1,347.29
                        Eurosound (Gritting)                                                                    £1,440.00
                        Police Safe Scheme                                                                      £4,000.00
                        Jetlcean Yorkshire  (playground equipment/benches)                 £   450.00

 Precept of £32,500 received. Bank Balance £96,757.22 prior to above payments.

The AGAR forms were still with the internal auditor so some items would need to be moved to the next meeting.

iii)  To Agree Annual Governance Statement

[bookmark: _Hlk200024191]To be dealt with at June meeting.
iv)  To agree Statement of Assets

The statement of Assets had been reviewed and was agreed and signed by the Chair, Cllr Robson. 

v)   2025/26 Receipts and Payments Balance Sheet

To be dealt with at June meeting.

                        vi)  To Agree Statement of Accounts

To be dealt with at June meeting.

		vii)  Appointment of Trustees to Woolley Village Hall
Councillors Andrew Jones and Phil Dyke moved and seconded

Resolved that Councillors A Jones  and P Dyke be nominated as Trustees to the Woolley Village Hall Committee.

		viii)  To Review Standing Orders
Resolved that the NALC (National Association of Local Councils)  model Standing Orders be accepted.

  		ix)    To Review Financial Regulations
		Resolved that the new Financial Regulations issued by NALC be accepted.

		x)     To Review Code of Conduct
Resolved that the existing Code of Conduct be accepted.

		xi)    To review GDPR policies
		Resolved that the current policies comply with GDPR requirements

		xii)   To review Risk Assessment
                        Resolved that the risk assessment be accepted.

14/26		TO RECEIVE THE INTERAL AUDITOR’S REPORT   
The report from the internal auditor, M Neill would be available at the June meeting.

15/26	TO RECEIVE ITEMS OF CORRESPONDENCE
                        There had been an upgrade to the Council’s email system by Visionict which had resulted in all the emails stopping working for some 3 weeks  The Clerk had received assurances that this would be resolved but there were still some Councillors who could not access the system.  Clerk to ask Visionict to contact each Councillor to resolve the issues. 

                        Email from resident about re-allocation of green belt land to grey belt and whether this could be changed now that there was a new administration at WMDC.  Clerk had responded to him outlining the original response from planning which said there was no blanket policy in operation.
               

                                       
16/26	TO DISCUSS PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
                        Discussion took place as to the merits or otherwise of establishing a planning sub-committee which could then look at contentious applications in more details and make recommendations to the following Council meeting. A maximum of 6 Councillors could serve on the committee.  It was Resolved to establish a planning sub-committee comprising Councillors Robson, White, Willis, Dyke and Smith.

17/26	TO DISCUSS PARISH MATTERS INCLUDING DISTRICT COUNCILLORS REPORT
	The Clerk advised that following the local elections the Ward was now represented by 3 Reform Councillors. Councillors Ansar Hayat, James Johnston and Rebecca Webster.  They did not appear to have email addresses at the moment but the Clerk would email them when available and invite them to attend Parish Council meetings.
	Woolley Grange – It was reported that there was an issue with the woodland which had been purchased by the previous WGRA as the new committee have not appointed trustees to manage it.  A steering group of the new management committee had been in place since November 2025.
Haigh – Nothing to report. 
Woolley Village and Village Hall – Royal Mail were difficult to pin down about the replacement of the stolen mail box.  Clerk agreed to try and chase them up. 
Neighbourhood Plan – No update.

18/26	TO AGREE DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING
                         
The next meeting would be held on 11th June 2026 in the Village Hall, The Green, Woolley at 7pm.

IN PRIVATE
No items


Signed…………………………                Dated……………………………….
Chair
--------------------------------------------------------

WOOLLEY PARISH COUNCIL
NOTES OF PUBLIC SESSION HELD 14th MAY 2026

3 members of the public present.

An update was given on another application for The Stables which had previously been refused.
Resident was advised to contact the planning officer for clarification.



Signed………………………………….

Dated … ……………………………….
