    WOOLLEY PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD 12th FEBRUARY 2026

Present: Councillors C Robson, M Willis, I White, A Jones, P Dyke and D Smith.

In attendance: District Councillors Andy Nicholl, Sam Harvey and one member of the public.

111/25           TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
		 Cllr E Rowbottom

112/25	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN ITEMS ON AGENDA
There were no declarations of interest. Resolved that a general dispensation be granted to all Councillors to enable them to discuss any objections to planning applications
 
113/25          TO RECEIVE SUCH ITEMS THAT THE CHAIR MAY WISH TO LAY BEFORE THE COUNCIL
	 Agreed that the District Councillors could give their report at the start  of the meeting as both had to be elsewhere.

                    Cllr Harvey reported that she had now left the Conservative Party and had joined Reform.  She was therefore a Reform Councillor on Wakefield MDC.  She reported that the Broadcut Farm planning application – which had been refused by WMDC – had now gone to appeal.  The Ridings Centre was to be purchased by WMDC and demolished to make way for a new Cathedral Quarter.  Cllr Harvey was against this proposal.  Reported on the closure of the Well Women Centre in Wakefield.

	Cllr Nicholl reported that WMDC had been awarded more money from the government in its settlement.  Broadcut Farm had been rejected 7-2.  He was in favour of the Ridings proposal.  £17.3m had to be spent by the end of March and this would be used to secure the sale. He felt that something needed to be done to regenerate the City Centre and this was a positive for the local economy. He understood the closure of the Well Women Centre was due to financial issues. He mentioned the Care Link service which VICO had withdrawn from and the efforts of WMDC to secure alternative provision. He had a meeting with planning enforcement and conveyed the Parish Councils views on the planning system.  There were 4.5 equivalent enforcement officers.  Both Councillors asked that Woolley Grange should submit an application for a grant towards the refurbishment of the WG playground.   The Councillors were thanked for their reports. 

114/25	TO CONFIRM THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE COUNCIL HELD ON 8th JANUARY 2026
	Resolved that the minutes of the meeting held on 8th January 2026 be accepted as a correct record.

115/25	TO REPORT ON MATTERS ARISING NOT ON THE AGENDA FOR INFORMATION ONLY
None

116/25	TO AGREE THAT MEMBERS OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC BE ASKED TO LEAVE THE MEETING FOLLOWING AGENDA ITEM 13
Resolved that members of the press and public be asked to leave the meeting following agenda item 13

117/25 	TO RECEIVE THE POLICE REPORT
A written report had been received and was presented by Cllr Jones to supplement the verbal report previously given by PC Steel at the start of the meeting. 

118/25	TO UPDATE ON GROUNDS MAINTENANCE WORK

a) Gritting and Snow Clearance –The free grit from WMDC had been collected and all the grit bins had been filled up.
b) Playground Inspections – The Annual Inspections had been carried out in January and the reports received.  No issues.  However, the quarterly inspections for November had not been received and Clerk to chase up what had happened.
c) Vegetation overgrowing fencing at Haigh Playground – Cllr Willis had again spoken to the farmer about the vegetation overgrowing the playground fence and he had agreed to cut it back on his side of the fence.  The Council were appreciative of this.

119/25	TO DISCUSS FINANCIAL MATTERS 
	                    
i) Payments were authorised to 
Clerk Salary  - February                                   £311.70
Vision ICT –email address                                     6.00
Play Inspection Co                                              319.20

                     Bank Balance £74,663.09 prior to above payments
120/25	TO RECEIVE ITEMS OF CORRESPONDENCE
a) Response from Play Inspection Co to say they had had a technical issue and could not generate the reports. – Agreed that if they had not yet re-done the inspections to suggest they miss them out and continue with the original timescales for the next inspections as the annual inspections had been carried out in January.
b) Mayor’s Question Time – 10th March.
c) WMDC re hanging basket licence.
d) WMDC confirming Council had agreed on 9th December to dispose of the freehold of Woolley Hall.
e) Notice that an appeal had been made against the refusal of planning application 25/00141/FUL. Resolved to reiterate to the Planning Directorate in Bristol that the Parish Council were in support of the refusal of the application.

121/25	TO DISCUSS PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
                     See item ( e ) in correspondence.
                                         
122/25	TO DISCUSS PARISH MATTERS INCLUDING DISTRICT COUNCILLORS REPORT
                    The District Councillor reports had been given at the start of the meeting.
[bookmark: _Hlk209706814]                  	Woolley Grange –  WGRA had held a meeting where the old committee had resigned in order to become Directors of the new Management Committee.  A new WGRA committee had been established.
Haigh – The Post Box had still not been repaired.
Woolley Village and Village Hall – The damaged wall at the memorial garden had been re-built and the builder had done a very good job.
Woolley Hall – It is unclear as to whether a sale has yet been concluded.
Neighbourhood Plan – All returns had now been entered and were being analysed.

123/25	TO AGREE DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting would be held on 12th MARCH 2026 in the Village Hall, The Green, Woolley at 7pm. 

IN PRIVATE
No items


Signed…………………………                Dated……………………………….
Chair



WOOLLEY PARISH COUNCIL
NOTES OF PUBLIC SESSION HELD 12th FEBRUARY 2026

One member of the public, PC Craig Steel and District Councillors Andy Nicholl and Sam Harvey in attendance.

As PC Steel only had limited time it was agreed that he would give an update in the public part of the meeting rather than in the full meeting.  PC Steel reported that he had issued many tickets to motorists going the wrong way around the roundabout at Woolley Grange.  The building site was to be fenced off.  Building on land on either side of the Cricket Club was to start later in the year.   Sekhar Woods are being patrolled and there had been arrests of people in that area.  The One-way system now seemed to working and accidents had reduced.  PC Steel answered questions and was thanked for his report.

The Chair of the Trustees of the Village Hall thanked the Council for their support.  She advised that they now had a new website.


Signed………………………………….          

Dated …………………………………………
