 WOOLLEY PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD 10th JULY 2025

Present: Councillors C Robson, I White, E Rowbotham

In attendance: District Councillor Andy Nicholls and two members of the public.

33/25              TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Councillors M Willis, P Dyke, A Jones and District Councillor S Harvey

34/25		DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN ITEMS ON AGENDA
There were no declarations of interest. Resolved that a general dispensation be granted to all Councillors to enable them to discuss any objections to planning applications
 
35/25               TO RECEIVE SUCH ITEMS THAT THE CHAIR MAY WISH TO LAY BEFORE THE COUNCIL
	None

36/25	TO CONFIRM THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE COUNCIL HELD ON 12th JUNE 2025
	Resolved that the minutes of the meeting held on 12th June 2025 be accepted as a correct record.

37/25		TO REPORT ON MATTERS ARISING NOT ON THE AGENDA FOR 			INFORMATION ONLY
None

38/25		TO AGREE THAT MEMBERS OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC BE 				ASKED TO LEAVE THE MEETING FOLLOWING AGENDA ITEM 18
Resolved that members of the press and public be asked to leave the meeting following agenda item 13

39/25	 	TO RECEIVE THE POLICE REPORT
A written report had been received and was presented by Cllr Robson. 
The issue of an uninsured and untaxed van was covered in the report and is being looked into.  Reports of an unlicenced bar in Woolley Grange had been checked and the operator did have a temporary event notice and the land owner had given permission to operate.

The invoice for the safe scheme had arrived together with an email explaining that an overspend last year of £99.28 had been charged to WYP budgets.  We just needed to pay £4,000 for the coming year.

40/25	           TO UPDATE ON GROUNDS MAINTENANCE WORK
		Football nets to be tidied up by Cllr P Dyke in the coming week.


41/25	TO DISCUSS FINANCIAL MATTERS 
                       
i) Approval of Payment of accounts

Payments were authorised to 
Clerk Salary  - July                      £311.70
Clerk Salary - August                  £311.70
WY Police Safe Scheme           £4,000.00
KJA Payroll                                    108.00
YLCA = Biodiversity webinar         35.10

                                   Bank Balance £79,260.57 prior to above payments

                          ii) To Approve Quarterly Balance Sheet

The balance sheet to 30th June was presented by the Clerk. There were no issues to raise and the balance sheet was signed by the Chair, Cllr Robson.

42/25	TO RECEIVE ITEMS OF CORRESPONDENCE
a) A number of emails had been received from Cllr A Nicholls giving information about a WMDC initiative called “Loving Our Community”; an update on speed checks in Woolley Village which showed there was no excessive speeding or accidents in the last 5 years; traffic management at Newmillerdam; the introduction of neighbourhood co-ordinators.  As it was unclear what these people were to do, Cllr Nicholls was to have a meeting with the Service Director to clarify the issue.
b) An email from a member of the public about objecting to the planning application on the Solar Farm which was to be heard on 17th July.
c) Email from WMDC planning department advising the solar farm application would be heard on 17th July and asking whether anyone from the Council wished to register to speak at the meeting.
d) Email from WMDC regarding a vandalised waste bin at Woolley Grange which the Residents Association and the Clerk had both raised with them. They were looking into the matter.
e) The previous decision to remove comments from planning applications had been rescinded by WMD Council.
f) From Cllr M Willis expressing objection to the planning application on the Solar Farm, mainly on the grounds that it was green belt land which had been re-designated as grey belt by WMDC
g) From Cllr Sam Harvey advising that the solar farm application would be heard on 17th July and she would register to speak against if the Council wished.
                                                      
43/25		TO DISCUSS PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
 Following discussion it was agreed that Councillor Ian White would speak on the   Parish Council’s behalf, against the solar farm application.  In addition to ask Cllr Harvey to register to speak.    The Parish Councillors and members of the public made their objections clear and although Cllr A Nicholls could not take part in the discussion as he sits on the planning committee he was made clearly aware of these objections.


44/25	TO DISCUSS PARISH MATTERS INCLUDING DISTRICT COUNCILLORS REPORT
	Cllr Nicholls updated the Council on items of interest and presented his Council diary which outlined the many engagements he carried out.  He also served on the West Yorkshire Joint Services Committee.  He pointed out that there would be all-out elections in May 2026 which would mean the whole of WMDC and all Parish Councillors would be up for re-election.

	Woolley Grange – Events with a temporary bar had been successful; WMDC were looking to adopt the roads by the end of the year; there was to be a new management committee.  The issue of the vandalised bin had yet to be resolved.
Haigh – Nothing to report although it was noted there seemed to be an increase in heavy traffic.
Woolley Village and Village Hall – Woolley Feast to be held on 6th September at 2pm.
Woolley Hall – No update received.
Neighbourhood Plan – The survey was being distributed and the return date was 7th September.

45/25	TO AGREE DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING
                         
The Clerk was unable to attend the next scheduled meeting and it was therefore resolved that the next meeting would be held one week later than usual on 18th SEPTEMBER 2025 in the Village Hall, The Green, Woolley at 7pm.

IN PRIVATE
No items


Signed…………………………                Dated……………………………….
Chair

------------------------------------------------------

WOOLLEY PARISH COUNCIL
NOTES OF PUBLIC SESSION HELD 10th JULY 2025

District Councillor Andy Nicholl and two members of the public in attendance.

A resident raised the issue of an untaxed van which seemed to have men living rough in it.  Clerk advised Police aware and an update was in the Police report.

A resident raised his objections to the solar farm and said he would attend the planning committee and was prepared to speak against if required.

A resident raised an issue in relation to Tottty Springs Wood and the fence and gate onto Gallows Lane.

Signed………………………………….                          Dated … ……………………………….
