 WOOLLEY PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD 18th SEPTEMBER 2025

Present: Councillors C Robson, I White, A Jones, M Willis

In attendance: District Councillor Andy Nicholls and three members of the public.

46/25              TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Councillors E Rowbottom,  P Dyke,  District Councillor S Harvey and PC C Steel

47/25		DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN ITEMS ON AGENDA
There were no declarations of interest. Resolved that a general dispensation be granted to all Councillors to enable them to discuss any objections to planning applications
 
48/25               TO RECEIVE SUCH ITEMS THAT THE CHAIR MAY WISH TO LAY BEFORE THE COUNCIL
	None

49/25	TO CONFIRM THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE COUNCIL HELD ON 10th JULY 2025
	Resolved that the minutes of the meeting held on 10th July 2025 be accepted as a correct record.

50/25		TO REPORT ON MATTERS ARISING NOT ON THE AGENDA FOR 			INFORMATION ONLY
None

51/25		TO AGREE THAT MEMBERS OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC BE 				ASKED TO LEAVE THE MEETING FOLLOWING AGENDA ITEM 18
Resolved that members of the press and public be asked to leave the meeting following agenda item 13

52/25	 	TO RECEIVE THE POLICE REPORT
A written report had been received and was presented by Cllr Jones. It had been a fairly quiet period with no major issues. The hours of work on the Safe Scheme had been altered so that the parish was covered later in the evening. Fly tipping incidents had reduced.  Since the report was written it seemed that two off road bikes were again causing nuisance on Woolley Grange.

The Clerk reported that she had received an email during August outlining serious issues of cross boundary Police jurisdiction in relation to Woolley Grange and residents felt they were being passed between South Yorkshire Police and West Yorkshire Police with neither Force taking responsibility.  The Clerk had initially contacted the Police and Crime Commissioners Office but they advised to contact West Yorkshire Police so she had emailed the Chief Constable’s Office. A holding reply had been received saying that the matter was being looked into by the Police Senior Leadership Team (Stuart Bainbridge was the District Commander).  An update would be given once a full response had been received.

53/25	           TO UPDATE ON GROUNDS MAINTENANCE WORK
		
Cllr Jones advised that some of the wooden bollards around The Green had been damaged and would need to be replaced.  He was asked to obtain a quotation from the firm who installed them.

Cllr White reported that the second set of Playground Inspection reports had been received with no issues raised.  However, the new fence alongside the wood was being overgrown by brambles.  Resolved to ask the owner to cut back the vegetation on his side of the fence.

54/25	TO DISCUSS FINANCIAL MATTERS 
                       
i) Approval of Payment of accounts made by Clerk on delegated approval since the July meeting

Reimbursement of £409.19 for the printing of the Neighbourhood Questionnaire had been made to Cllr Robson

Payments were authorised to 
Clerk Salary  - September                    £311.70
Hudson Horticultural                             180.00
Vision ICT web hosting                        175.76
Vision ICT email accounts                      48.00
Cumbria Clock for Church clock           234.00
Church Council for wreath                      19.99
HMRC                                                   240.30

                                   Bank Balance £73,717.12 prior to above payments

55/25		 TO RECEIVE ITEMS OF CORRESPONDENCE

a) A number of emails had been received from Cllr A Nicholls who had been contacted by a resident on Low Moor Lane regarding speeding, increased traffic numbers and general impact following the introduction of the one-way system at Haigh.   This had also been raised at a recent PACT meeting and with the Member of Parliament and Mr M Barnes of WMDC Highways.  Cllr Nicholl to keep sight of the issue.
b) Request for Council support in resolving Policing jurisdiction issues at Woolley Grange – already being dealt with.
c) Slow Ways – an initiative around mapping neighbourhoods – passed to Cllr Robson as this may be of use in relation to the Neighbourhood Plan.
d) Yorkshire Local Councils Association – notification that a 3.2% increase had been agreed for Clerks and other staff from April 1st 2025. This would necessitate a personnel meeting to determine the Clerk’s salary going forward including back-pay to 1st April.  



                                                      
56/25		TO DISCUSS PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
                     
a) Solar Farm -  Councillors expressed their profound dismay that the Solar Farm planning application had been approved by WMDC despite all the objections received from the community.  They were also very disappointed that Cllr Nicholl had voted in favour of the application and he advised that this was on advice from Council officers who felt the application would be won on appeal as with the Sitlington application, leaving WMDC with considerable costs.

b) Change of Green belt land to Grey belt – Councillors were appalled at the lack of consultation by WMDC when re-designating green belt land to grey belt and believe this is not within the spirit of the Government’s National Planning Policy Framework published in December 2024 which aimed to enhance housing land supply and not for the erection of solar farms. There is no justification for this change in this area.

Following a lengthy discussion it was resolved to write to WMDC Planning Chief Officer outlining the Council’s concerns which they also felt distorted the local plan.  There would be virtually no green separation between Wakefield and Barnsley MDC’s in this area near Haigh. To highlight to WMDC that Parish Council’s should be consulted on any further proposals to change green belt land to grey belt. In addition, rather than just publish paperwork WMDC’s website in an “examination library” this should be explicitly made known to Parish Council’s when it affected their area in the interests of transparency in managing the district’s land use.
                  
57/25	TO DISCUSS PARISH MATTERS INCLUDING DISTRICT COUNCILLORS REPORT
	Cllr Nicholls updated the Council on items of interest and mentioned that at full Council meeting the following week there would be a number of resolutions tabled, one of which was from Cllr Harvey and amended which dealt with the issue of changes to green belt/grey belt land.   Others related to the Council’s policy on flags (which was not to take them down unless they were causing an obstruction to road signage etc);  the strike at the National Coal Mining Museum; and Council tax relief for those who were terminally ill.

[bookmark: _Hlk209706814]	Woolley Grange – Defibrillator pads were due to be replaced.  Resolved to order replacements. Christmas trees on lampposts – Cllr Robson provided a list of the lampposts which they wanted to use this year as some of those used previously were felt to be in the wrong place.  The Residents Association had drafted up the content for an information board and once in situ would need to be included on the Parish Council’s Insurance.  One quote had been received an another to be sought following which a decision would be made and the Council would pay for the Board and assume responsibility for it.  To place on the next agenda.
Haigh – Nothing to report apart from the issue with the fence in the playground.
Woolley Village and Village Hall – – Defibrillator pads were due to be replaced.  Resolved to order replacements.   The issue of the damaged posts around The Green already raised.
Woolley Hall – No update received.
Neighbourhood Plan – The survey had been delivered and a good number had been returned – mainly online.  The information on the returns would be analysed and then a meeting held with the planning officer to decide whether to go ahead. Cllr Robson was thanked for all her work on the project so far.

58/25	TO AGREE DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING
                        The next meeting would be held on 9th OCTOBER 2025 in the Village Hall, The Green, Woolley at 7pm.

IN PRIVATE
No items


Signed…………………………                Dated……………………………….
Chair

------------------------------------------------------

WOOLLEY PARISH COUNCIL
NOTES OF PUBLIC SESSION HELD 18th SEPTEMBER 2025

District Councillor Andy Nicholl and three members of the public in attendance.

A resident had raised the issue of the Police boundaries in relation to Woolley Grange and the Clerk advised she had already taken the matter up and would report further in the Council meeting.


Signed………………………………….                          Dated … ……………………………….
